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regarded with great suspicion, as they might well be the
carriers of some dread disease ; but so far no definite accusation
can be made, except in India, where it is stated that these bugs
aid in the transmission of "kala-azar."

ANTHOCOBXDJE.

Hemelytra with embolium and cuneus. Ocelli present.
Head produced in front. Third and fourth joints of antennae
not twice as long as first and second together.

This family comprises some 300 small insects of wide
distribution. They are usually dull coloured and incon-
spicuous.

The head is produced to a point in front. Ocelli are present
and the eyes are set not far from the pronotum. The antennae
are of moderate length. The hemelytra have both cuneus and
embolium; in a few cases they are somewhat abbreviated, the
membranous part being absent. The legs are of moderate
length. Some species live under bark, others occur in ants'
nests ; the majority are found on flowers, where it is considered
they feed on pollen. A few species are definitely known to
capture and suck Thrips.

There are twenty-nine British species.

POLYCTENIDJE.
Hemelytra short, undivided. Antennae four-jointed.
Rostrum three-jointed. Body hairy. Tarsi four-jointed.
Only seven species are known of this curious family. Beyond
the fact of their being found on the bodies of certain bats,
little is known about them. One species, Polyctenes lyrce, has
been described as being elongate and flattened, with the
head divided into two portions, and the upper surface of
the body clothed with minute hairs. Westwood figures P.
fumarius with the intermediate and posterior pairs of legs
very long.
No species have been recorded from Britain,